tions to give users the tools to understand how legal references are cited and the information they convey about the legal process through which the documents were created. The second chapter also includes an extensive, and largely annotated, list of sources including both free and subscription Web sites and databases as well as additional print resources pertaining to legal research.
Each of the subsequent chapters of the book follows the pattern of providing an overview of the legal topic covered, followed by a list of the recommended sources on the topic. While not all sources are annotated, many are; and, of particular interest, the entries for selected electronic resources include tips on constructing searches. Each chapter also includes additional information on sources and substantive legal matters in footnotes found at the end of the chapter. The chapters cover all of the branches of government as well as international law and its place in our legal system and a chapter on the Freedom of Information Act , which includes an overview of how to file a FOIA request. The penultimate chapter of the book discusses state legal systems and walks readers through the process of researching legal matters in Kentucky and Massachusetts by way of example. The final chapter discusses the development of legal research to date and its future, including the changing nature of legal research as a result of increasing availability of digital resources.
Throughout the book, Carson includes tips and advice written by or based on work from other experts, as in the case of the discussion of Massachusetts state legal research, which was written by a legal reference librarian from Massachusetts. This adds other perspectives and expertise to the book for a more well-rounded discussion of the topic. The book also includes a number of finding aids following the final chapter including a bibliography, an index, a table of cases, and a table of statutes, making it a practical option as a quick reference source.
March 2012
While this book does cover a wide range of legal research topics at a high level, it is not comprehensive, nor is it intended to be. Instead, it is best suited to those librarians and patrons with little or no background in the law or legal research. It provides a good basic introduction to legal research, together with extensive lists of sources on the topics covered, which will be valuable for those getting started in the field of legal research. The information included would also be of use to academic or public librarians who want to have a resource on hand for the occasional legal research question.-Carli Spina, Harvard Law School Library.
Curriculum Materials Collections and Centers: Legacies from the Past, Visions of the Future
Rita Kohrman, editor Curriculum Materials Collections and Centers provides practical applications for curriculum material center (CMC) operations that focus on the fundamental needs of students, faculty and current teachers. Among the notable contributors are Nancy O'Brien, Penny Beile and JoAnn Carr, all recipients of the ACRL/ EBSS Distinguished Education and Behavioral Sciences Librarian Award. This volume is essential reading for education liaison librarians, curriculum materials center collections and librarians, library schools and general professional collections. Transforming Information Literacy Programs: Intersecting Frontiers of Self, Library Culture, and Campus Community (ACRL Publications in Librarianship #64)
Carroll Wetzel Wilkinson and Courtney Bruch, editors
Raises a broad scope of themes including the intellectual, psychological, cultural, definitional and structural issues that academic instruction librarians face in higher education environments. Comprised of four sections, Outlining Current Boundaries, Frontiers of Self, Fortifying Institutional Partnerships, and Charting Next Steps, the nine chapters in this book offer fresh perspectives and solutions from a diverse group of authors. Armed with new understanding of the complex frontiers of self, library culture, and campus communities, readers can begin vital and exciting initiatives to shape the future of information literacy programs.
